
Crafting your Philanthropic VALUES STATEMENT

Defining Your Values:
What are some of your core values? Be specific and give examples. 

I value the safety and respect of all human beings. 
I value the arts as important learning tools for development and expression. 
I value fostering the education and safety of children. 
I value giving back to the community of which I am a part of, also as a “paying it forward” for the good fortune I have had.
I value sharing this concept of philanthropy and charity to my own children.

What are other examples of gifts or meaningful actions that matter to you and why? 

My parents paid for my college education and it was the best gift I ever received. I was able to graduate debt free with the 
freedom to make certain choices that guided my career path. 

What causes/issues interest you? What sector do you want to focus your giving in? Include a description of why you care about 
this focus and any stories that will help family members in particular to understand your passion and commitment. 

As a child, my music teacher helped me express myself and emotions in a healthy and constructive manner. She went on 
to suggest programs and activities I could do to foster that talent and outlet. It changed my life. In a society where arts 
education is the first to go and be devalued, I want to foster that same freedom of expression for children of all economic 
backgrounds.

What are your goals and aspirations for your involvement with your chosen cause/sector? What do you want to do with that focus?

I would like to be a financial backer for an organization that promotes arts education for children in lower income school 
districts. I would possibly like to serve on a board to help make this happen. In the future I would be interested in starting a 
fund/grant to help send students to arts/creative design schools.

Scope and Involvement:
Define the scope of your cause. Is your interest in the individual or the system? State broad types of organizations that interest you 
and then get more specific with particular organizations you would like to focus on. Do you want to focus on organizations at the 
local, state, or national level?

I want my involvement over the years to expand and be multifold. I want to start supporting an organization that supports 
bringing arts education to young children as a form of creative thinking, expression, and as a way to learn. Then I would 
like to help individual students looking to expand their involvement in the technical arts get to specific schools where they 
could do so. I would like to do this all locally and within the communities around me. 

The only organization I know of personally that supports this is Arts & Scraps. I would like to look into that nonprofit further 
in addition to doing more research to find an organization that fits my criteria. 

In addition to giving, is it important that you also become involved with the organization as a volunteer? If so, what level of exposure 
do you want?

I would prefer to back an organization financially and through management on a consistent basis, but in addition would 
love to volunteer with my children once a month if possible.



How much previous exposure have you had to this organization? How much do you want to gain in the future, if any?

I have not had any exposure to the previous organization, but would like to dive deep and fully immerse myself in it.

Strategies:
Will you donate annually or do you want to make multi-year commitments?

What makes the most financial sense to me is to give an annual gift, that way I can keep better track of my donations for 
tax purposes.

Do you want to provide ongoing support for an organization or do you prefer to focus on specific projects?

My annual gift will go to the organization in general, but if a specific project comes around that touches me specifically, 
then I will donate to that as well.

Will you provide seed funding or start a more long-term partnership?

If I cannot find an established organization with my specific criteria and long-term goals, I would gladly provide seed 
funding to making this project a dream come true.

How much risk do you want to take? Will you invest in start-up organizations or pilot projects? Or do you prefer to invest in more 
established efforts or provide funding as a capstone, for example?

I want to keep my risk minimal. I want to make sure my money is going to positively affect arts education for children. If 
there is a lot of risk involved, that money might never reach the children in my intended manner.

Will you set up your gifting in an endowment (permanent fund) or in an expendable fund?

Right now, an expendable fund works. In the future, when I get my foot in the door, I would like to set up an endowment 
once I find an organization which has objectives matching my own.
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